
 

MEDIA RELEASE   
AUSTRALIA’s ART “BIBLE” TURNS 40 
 

New Aboriginal Art Guide to be launched in 
September 
 

Thérèse Rein to Launch New Book on Corrigan 
Collection in November 
  
Thames & Hudson to feature McCulloch books internationally  
 
Sept. 17 2008 – McCullochÕs Encyclopedia of Australian Art, widely referred to as the ÒbibleÓ of 
Australian art, turns 40 this year and this significant milestone in Australian publishing is being 
celebrated with a series of events around the country, three important new releases and international 
distribution.   `I am proud to see my fatherÕs original work live on, unique in AustraliaÕ, says Susan 
McCulloch. `After many years in the field and many, many thousands of kilometres, IÕm also proud to 
see my own work, now joined by that of my daughter Emily, become a significant reference in 
McCullochÕs Contemporary Aboriginal Art.  And I am very proud to see my EmilyÕs first solo book 
achievement, this year in New Beginnings: Classic Paintings from the Corrigan Collection of 
21st Century Aboriginal Art.Õ  
 
`Each book has given us an ideal vantage point from which to gauge the development of Australian art 
in all its forms over the past 40 years,Õ says McCulloch 
 
The first is a new companion publication, McCullochÕs Encyclopedia Australian Art Diary 2009, 
which features more than 120 illustrations from the Encyclopedia, in a stylish new diary. 
 
In Alice Springs on September 27, to coincide with the leading Desert Mob exhibition, the eagerly 
awaited new edition of McCullochÕs Contemporary Aboriginal Art: the complete guide, will be 
launched.  One of the most popular books on Aboriginal art, in its unique melding of art book and 
guide this highly illustrated guide traces modern Aboriginal art through its regional differences, charts 
its huge new developments and how the art is sourced, bought and sold.  
 
On November 12, the lavish New Beginnings: Classic Paintings from the Corrigan Collection of 
21st Century Aboriginal Art, which showcases some of the masterpieces of contemporary Aboriginal 
art from the collection of the leading art collector, patron and businessman Patrick Corrigan will be 
launched by Thérèse Rein in Brisbane. 
 
Other events to mark these 40th birthday releases will be held in Melbourne on Tuesday Oct. 7; in 
Sydney, Friday October 24 at Art Sydney; and a forum in Perth, Saturday November 15.  
 
Susan McCulloch and Emily McCulloch Childs are also celebrating the launch of their unique art and 
publishing company McCulloch & McCulloch Australian Art Books which combines curatorial 
services, art consultancy, judging, education and other art services with publishing a range of high-
quality, accessible books on Australian and Aboriginal art often in partnership with arts centres, 
galleries, collectors, tertiary institutions and others.  
 
As well, art publishers and distributors Thames & Hudson UK (who distributes McCulloch titles to the 
booktrade in Australia) has also announced international distribution of McCulloch titles starting with 
a two page spread in their international Jan-June 2009 catalogue.  
 
For details of titles and to purchase by phone, fax or online, visit mccullochandmcculloch.com.au 
See following pages for details on the company, the titles and the 40th birthday events. 

 
Further information and interviews:  Rée Izett 0418 101   reeizett@gmail.com 



 

McCulloch & McCulloch 

Australian Art Books 
 

 

 
 

McCulloch & McCulloch Australian Art Books is a multi-faceted visual art and book publishing 
company established in 2003 by mother and daughter publishers and art writers Susan 
McCulloch and Emily McCulloch Childs.  
 
Specialising in high quality, illustrative and accessible books on Australian and Aboriginal art titles 
include the ÒbibleÓ of Australian art McCullochÕs Encyclopedia of Australian Art and the best-
selling Contemporary Aboriginal Art. 
 
The company also works in partnership with Aboriginal art centres, leading collectors, galleries 
and tertiary institutions, arts marketing agencies and others and focuses on selling books directly 
throughout Australia and internationally via print, online and specialised art world marketing as 
well as working with leading trade distributor Thames & Hudson.  
 
McCulloch & McCulloch also curates exhibitions, judge awards, write for leading art media, 
present talks and offer art consultancy services.  
 
(McCullochÕs distinctive logo ` PierreÕ is taken from a drawing LÕhommage a lÕartÕ  by Alan McCulloch drawn 
in Paris, 1948, from his book Trial by TandemÕ published in Australia and the UK, 1951.)  
 
 
Susan McCulloch 

Susan McCulloch is one of AustraliaÕs best known visual arts writers who has 
written for leading press for more than 25 years.  From the age of 14 she 
helped her father, the well-known critic and author Alan McCulloch on writing, 
curatorial and other art projects including McCullochÕs Encyclopedia of 
Australian Art and exhibitions of Aboriginal and Australian art.  
 
She has known many of AustraliaÕs most famous artists since the 1950s.  
Many were regular visitors, along with a range of other famous national and 
international figures, to the McCullochÕs home on the Mornington Peninsula 
and the studio which Arthur Boyd built with Alan McCulloch in 1951, and in 
which Susan and Emily McCulloch Childs still work.     

 
She became a book publisher in 1978 and has run her own independent book publishing 
company since, combined with writing on the arts including for The Age, The Bulletin, the 
Melbourne Herald, Asian Art News and many art magazines.  
 
She was The AustralianÕs visual arts writer 1994-2003 and its national art critic 2003-2004.  She 
has a long-standing passionate interest in Aboriginal art and travels to AustraliaÕs remote art-



 

producing regions on a regular basis.  Since the early 1990s she has put on the public agenda for 
the first time some of the more confronting and volatile issues in Aboriginal art including 
appropriation, authenticity, fakes and frauds and industry malpractice.   
 
Through visiting their lands with them often, and spending time with many of the most famous 
Aboriginal artists such as Clifford Possum Tjapaltjarri, Emily Kngwarreye, Turkey Tolson 
Tjupurrula, Minnie Pwerle as well as many others and those of newer generations, she has 
written hundreds of reviews, features, news stories and obituaries on their lives and work, many 
of which are encapsulated also in McCullochÕs Encyclopedia and McCullochÕs Contemporary 
Aboriginal Art.   
 
She has managed McCullochÕs Encyclopedia since 1988 and has been its co-author since 1992.  
 
Susan and Emily established the company McCulloch & McCulloch Australian Art Books, first 
to research, write, produce and publish the latest edition of McCullochÕs Encyclopedia  and now a 
range of high quality, illustrative and accessible books on Australian and Aboriginal art   
 
Susan is a frequent judge of art prizes, an art consultant, curator and commentator and art writer, 
including for The Australian Financial Review, The Australian Art Collector and Art World. 
 
 
Emily McCulloch Childs (B.A Hons)  

 
The co-director of McCulloch & McCulloch Australian Art Books, Emily is a 
writer, publisher and curator.  Born in Melbourne in 1976, she grew up partly 
at her grandparentÕs house on the Mornington Peninsula, an old cottage full 
of books and art, much of which was produced by family and friends such as 
Arthur Boyd.  Her education in the arts largely occurred here with the 
McCulloch family. 
 
She assisted in the family endeavours of writing, publishing and art from an 

early age, giving her first gallery tour to visitors to the Mornington Peninsula Regional Gallery 
(where her grandfather was founding director) at the age of four, and like her mother before her, 
assisted with the Encyclopedia as a teenager. 
 
Emily studied Music and English at La Trobe University, graduating with honours in 1998.  She 
has worked in publishing companies and newspapers in London, art galleries in Melbourne, 
written for art magazines including Australian Art Collector, Antiques & Art, and The Scene, was  
the panel for Art Melbourne 06 Off the Wall, and assisted in curating Clean Ocean FoundationÕs 
successful surfboard art charity auction Hang 12. 
 
Since 2003 Emily has worked in collaboration with her mother, with whom she co-wrote and 
published the 4th Edition of McCulloch's Encyclopedia of Australian Art.  Her interest in Aboriginal 
desert art has led to her travelling to many remote communities around Australia and conducting 
extensive research in this area.  She is the co-author of McCullochÕs Contemporary Aboriginal 
Art; The Complete Guide, and the main author of the book on the collection of major collector 
Patrick CorriganÕs contemporary Aboriginal painting collection, entitled New Beginnings: Classic 
Paintings from the Corrigan Collection of 21st Century Aboriginal Art.  
 
Further information and interviews:  RŽe Izett 0418 101 399  reeizett@gmail.com 



 

AUSTRALIA'S LEADING ART REFERENCE FOR 40 YEARS 
 
McCulloch’s 

ENCYCLOPEDIA OF AUSTRALIAN ART 
 

This year marks the 40th anniversary of McCullochÕs Encyclopedia of 
Australian Art.  Widely referred to as the ÒbibleÓ of Australian art, 
McCullochÕs Encyclopedia is a unique inter-generational family publication 
first written in 1968 by art critic, author and public gallery director Alan 
McCulloch (AO D Lit) (1907-1992).   
 
His daughter, critic, author and publisher Susan McCulloch worked with 
her father on several editions of this major tome and in 2003, was joined 
by her daughter Emily McCulloch Childs to produce, write and publish 
the current 4th edition in 2006.   
 
The current edition reflects the huge growth in and dynamism of Australian art. Revised 
completely from its 1994 predecessor, the current edition also contains substantial new 
information on Aboriginal art and artists and contemporary art such as new media, photography 
and street art, whilst retaining its unique historical information.  Written from an insider's 
perspective by three generations of Australian art critics, the book is lavishly illustrated with 
almost 1000 images and includes more than 8,000 entries on Australian art and artists, art 
movements, groups, auctions, prizes and awards, exhibitions and galleries. 
 
New and expanded entries include those on Rick Amor, Brook Andrew, Howard Arkley, Hany 
Armonious, Peter Booth, Arthur Boyd, John Brack, Adam Cullen, James Dodd, Emily 
Floyd, Shaun Gladwell, Fiona Hall, Bill Henson, John Kelly, The Kingpins, Emily Kame 
Kngwarreye, Rosemary Laing, Nick Mangan, John Mawurndjul, Tracey Moffatt, Callum 
Morton, Rosella Namok, Ningura Napurrula, Naata Nungurrayi, David Noonan, Susan 
Norrie,Deborah Paauwe, Patricia Piccinini, Minnie Pwerle, William Robinson, Sally Smart, 
Ricky Swallow, Darren Sylvester, Ronnie Tjampitjinpa, Clifford Possum Tjapaltjarri, Fred 
Williams, Brett Whiteley, Ah Xian and many more.  
 
The book has received glowing reviews and great success following its launch in late 2006. I t has  
sold more than 6500 copies within Australia, with international distribution imminent.  
 
ÒIf you are going to buy only one reference book on Australian art, it has to be the McCullochÕs 
Encyclopedia of Australian Art.Ó 

SASHA GRISHIN, THE CANBERRA TIMES, OCTOBER 28 2006 
ÒMcCullochÕs Encyclopedia has become a touchstone for collectors, academics, students, galleries and 
consultants Ð indeed, anyone with more than a passing interest in the field.Ó 

ASHLEY CRAWFORD, AUSTRALIAN ART COLLECTOR, ISSUE 38, OCTOBER Ð DECEMBER, 2006 
ÒWhen you get over marvelling at the book in your hands you then begin to wonder at the diversity, 
inclusiveness, and extraordinary growth of the Australian art world.Ó 

PETER HILL, THE AGE, NOVEMBER 11 2006 
Ò...more indispensable than ever.Ó 

SEBASTIAN SMEE, THE AUSTRALIAN, OCTOBER 27 2006 
Publisher: McCulloch & McCulloch Australian Art Books  
Format: Hardcover, unique slipcase, ribbon marker 
Extent: 1216 pp. Size: 265 mm x 190 mm  
ISBN:  052285317X  
RRP:  $295. Current 2006 edition  
ORDERS & ENQUIRIES:  mccullochandmcculloch.com.au  
Further information and interviews:  RŽe Izett 0418 101 399  reeizett@gmail.com 



 

  

40th Birthday Publishing Events 
 
 

A NEW ART DIARY FOR AUSTRALIA 
 
McCulloch’s Encyclopedia  

AUSTRALIAN ART DIARY 2009 
  

Stylish, sleek and lavishly illustrated, AustraliaÕs newest art gift diary is 
packed with stunning images of Australian and Aboriginal art while 
outlining the major art events for 2009.    
 
Launched to celebrate the 40th anniversary of the publication of the 
ÒbibleÓ of Australian art, McCullochÕs Encyclopedia of Australia Art, 
this imaginative yet practical diary features more than 120 images by 
artists as diverse as Arthur Streeton, Rover Thomas, Arthur Boyd, Rosalie Gascoigne, 
Gloria Petyarre, Lin Onus, Darren Sylvester, Tony Tuckson, Johnny Warangkula 
Tjupurrula, Bill Henson and many others.   
 
Major exhibitions and other art events are listed per month for AustraliaÕs national and state 
galleries for 2009, and the Australian Art Diary also includes:  
 

• week-to-a-page opening 
• practical listings of holidays, calendars 
• quotes from and links to artistsÕ Encyclopedia entries.     

 
Each month features evocative vignettes of the seasons or themes, style or periods of Australian 
art to tell the story of Australian art in a completely new and fresh way. 
 
Themes include:  January Ð Summertime. February Ð Fire Dreaming. March Ð A Festival of 
Prizes, the Archibald and portraiture. May Ð Thoroughly Modern. July Ð Coming Out, public, 
installation and street art. August – Aboriginal Australia. September – Spring Fever. October Ð 
Water Dreaming. November Ð Crossing Cultures Ð Australian-Asian. December Ð The Midnight 
Hour.  
 
ÒLooking back over 40 years of Australian art through the editions of our Encyclopedia we remain 
astounded at its growth,Ó said Susan McCulloch.  ÒAs our ÔbigÕ book and this, its sister 
publication attests, the art of Australia is varied and inspiring.  Each year art helps to lift 
AustraliaÕs profile as a country of diverse cultures and vibrant creativity.Ó 
 
 
Publisher: McCulloch & McCulloch Australian Art Books  
Format: Flexibound, frosted plastic cover 
Extent: 144 pp. Size: 236 mm x 173 mm  
ISBN:  978 0 9804494 3 3   
RRP:  $39.95   
 
IN SHOPS Sept 20, 2008 
ORDERS & ENQUIRIES:  mccullochandmcculloch.com.au 
  
 

Further information and interviews:  RŽe Izett 0418 101 399  reeizett@gmail.com 



 

MEDIA RELEASE 

 

A new ABORIGINAL ART GUIDE for Australia   
 
McCulloch’s  

CONTEMPORARY ABORIGINAL ART:  
the complete guide 
 
The new edition of the best-selling McCullochÕs Contemporary Aboriginal 
Art: the complete guide provides up to the minute information on dozens of art 
producing centres and areas throughout the central and western deserts, the 
Kimberley and west, the PY and NPY lands, the Top End and Arnhem Land, Qld and TSI, 
southern states and capital cities and charts the rise of this extraordinary art movement over the 
last 40 years.  
 
First published in 1999, this new 3rd edition of this best-selling book has been completely revised 
and updated with more than double the information of previous editions and features:  
 

• extensive profiles on more than 80 art centres and nine main regions  
• more than 400 illustrations of artwork, landscape and artists  
• a comprehensive introduction detailing the history of contemporary Aboriginal art  
• an exploration of new media and styles of city based artists 
• listings of more than 2000 artists 
• maps, a buyerÕs guide and directory of arts centres  

 
The vast growth of Aboriginal art is reflected in this new edition itself which has increased from 
three main regions and 22 communities in its 2001 edition, to nine regions and more than 80 
places and art communities in 2008.  
 
ÒThe production of Aboriginal art has grown dramatically and so too have the issues surrounding 
it, which are more contentious than ever before,Ó said co-author Susan McCulloch, who has 
been documenting Aboriginal art since the 1980s.  ÒIt can be quite bewildering for art buyers or 
appreciators to sift through the maze of information and counter-information to sort out what is the 
ÔrealÕ in Aboriginal art,Ó said McCulloch.  ÒThe guide demystifies this, and presents clear, concise 
information about the history of this art, the issues surrounding it, its regional and stylistic 
differences, and an analysis of how this art is sourced, bought and sold.Ó 
 
A comprehensive introduction relates the contemporary history of Aboriginal art and From the Bush 
to the City (pp 30-34) provides an insightful, knowledgeable analysis of how this art is sourced, 
bought and sold.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
“A unique mix of art and guide book”  
Margo Neale, National Museum of Australia   
 
Susan McCulloch and her co-author and daughter Emily 
McCulloch Childs (authors also of the seminal reference on 
Australian art, McCullochÕs Encyclopedia of Australian Art) have 
travelled widely for more than 20 years throughout the central and 
western deserts, the Top End, Kimberley, Arnhem Land and 
throughout Australia and have known, interviewed and written of 
many of AustraliaÕs great Aboriginal artists as well as those of newer generations.  
 
ÒWe have been to the regions and arts centres at the hub of a number of the controversies most 
reported on of late and document it all from hard won and extensive first-hand knowledge,Ó says 
McCulloch.  ÒWe see the current issues as a reflection of the extent to which this art form has 
grown and the complexities that have increased with this growth.Ó 
 
To research this edition Susan and EmilyÕs trips included those to areas visited before and new 
trips to the vast central and western regions of the NPY and PY lands of South Australia, Western 
Australia and the NT  throughout which art has especially mushroomed in recent years.   
 
ÒArt from this region has been one of the most striking new developments seen in this edition,Ó 
says McCulloch.  ÒSo too the revival of art in some older-established art producing communities, 
notably Arnhem LandÕs Milingimbi and QueenslandÕs Mornington Island.  Queensland art is, in 
general steaming ahead.  And new directions are seen in the biggest art communities such a 
newer generation of Papunya artists now based at Kintore; those at Yuendumu, Balgo, 
Maningrida, Yirrkala, Warmun and many more.Ó 
 
Acclaimed for its accessible writing style, comprehensive information and number of stunning 
illustrations of art, artists and landscape, this book is a fascinating journey to some of AustraliaÕs 
most remote and beautiful art-producing areas, as well as relating developments in new media 
and city-based artists.     
 
ÒAboriginal art is unquestionably the largest growth area in Australian art and outstrips the sales 
of non- indigenous art many times over,Ó says McCulloch.  ÒWith new arts centres, artists, and 
galleries becoming established on a weekly basis and sales booming, its growth shows no signs 
of abating.Ó 
 
McCulloch’s Contemporary Aboriginal Art: the complete guide  
Publisher: McCulloch & McCulloch Australian Art Books 
Format: Flexibound. More than 400 illustrations.  
Extent: 308 pp. 260mm x 190mm  
ISBN: 978 09804494 2 6   
RRP:  $49.95   Release: October 1 2008 Sales orders & enquiries:  
mccullochandmcculloch.com.au 
 
Media information and interviews:  RŽe Izett 0418 101 399  reeizett@gmail.com 
 
 

 
 



 

A NEW COLLECTION REVEALED TO AUSTRALIA 
 

NEW BEGINNINGS:  
Classic Paintings from the Corrigan Collection  
of 21st Century Aboriginal Art 
By Emily McCulloch Childs, Ross Gibson. Preface Margo Neale.  
 
On November 12 at the Queensland Art Gallery, Thérèse Rein will 
launch McCulloch & McCulloch’s Australian Art Books third major 
40th birthday release, New Beginnings: Classic Paint ings f rom t he 
Corr igan Collect ion of  21 st  Cent ury Abor iginal Art . 
 
For more than 40 years, leading businessman Patrick Corrigan has 
been one of AustraliaÕs most passionate and significant arts benefactors 
and patrons.  Already known for many different collection streams, post-
2000, Corrigan turned his eyes towards Aboriginal art.  His collection 
includes works which rank among the masterpieces of contemporary 
Australian painting. 
 
With revelatory essays on the collector, the artists and aesthetics of the works, the sumptuous 
New Beginnings: Classic Paint ings f rom t he Corr igan Collect ion of  21 st  Cent ury 
Abor iginal Art , with its 95+  dazzling images, also relates the latest art of Aboriginal Australia Ð 
at once both highly contemporary and equally ancient. 
 
Written by Emily McCulloch Childs and Ross Gibson, with preface by Margo Neale, New 
Beginnings reveals many new and exciting paintings that rank amongst the contemporary 
masterpieces of Australian art, reproduced for the first time. They include the modern masters of 
the Western Desert and the Kimberley Ð artists such as Tommy Watson, Bill Whiskey Tjapaltjarri, 
Naata Nungurrayi, Makinti Napanangka, Patju Presley, George Tjungurrayi, Eubena Nampitjin, 
Jimmy Donegan and Wingu Tingima, whose Tjungu Palya work will be featured on the bookÕs 
cover, as well as a huge and cohesive, range of other equally powerful paintings.  
 
Publisher: McCulloch & McCulloch Australian Art Books  
Format: HB, jacketed  
Extent: 140 pp. Size: 305 mm x 245 mm  
ISBN:  978 0 9804494 4 0   
RRP:  $79.95   
IN SHOPS November 10, 2008.   
 
ORDERS & ENQUIRIES:  mccullochandmcculloch.com.au 

 
Further information and interviews:  RŽe Izett 0418 101 399  reeizett@gmail.com 



 

40th Birthday Calendar of Events 
 

1. National Birthday Celebration & Launch of Contemporary Aboriginal Art: The 
Complete Guide – Alice Springs 
 6pm Saturday, September 27 
 Desert Mob Exhibition & Market Place 2008 and Alice Springs Festival  
 National launch of new edition of Contemporary Aboriginal Art: The Complete Guide and local 
 launch of McCullochÕs Encyclopedia Australian Art Diary 2009 
 The Lane, 58 Todd Mall (cnr Todd Mall & Reg Harris Lane), Alice Springs 
 Speakers: Alison Hunt, Mutitjulu elder and spokeswoman, and childhood friend;  
   Cecilia Alfonso, director, Warlukurlangu Aboriginal Artists, Yuendumu  
 

2. Melbourne 40th Birthday Celebration 
6pm Tuesday October 7 
40th Birthday of McCullochÕs Encyclopedia of Australian Art  
Local launch of McCullochÕs Encyclopedia Australian Art Diary 2009 and Contemporary 
Aboriginal Art: The Complete Guide 
Melbourne Fine Art, Level 1, 422 Bourke Street, Melbourne.  
Speakers: Dr Janine Burke, author and art historian 
 

3. Art Sydney 40th Birthday “Stand Party” 
6 pm Friday 24 October 2008  
40th Birthday of McCullochÕs Encyclopedia of Australian Art  
Local launch of McCullochÕs Encyclopedia Australian Art Diary 2009 and Contemporary 
Aboriginal Art: The Complete Guide 
McCulloch & McCulloch Stand, Art Sydney, Royal Hall of Industries, Moore Park 
 
 

4. Launch of New Beginnings:  Classic Paintings from the Corrigan Collection of 
21st Century Aboriginal Art – Brisbane 
6pm Thursday, November 12 
National launch of New Beginnings:  Classic Paintings from the Corrigan Collection of 21st 
Century Aboriginal Art 
Bookshop, Gallery of Modern Art, Stanley Place, South Bank 
Speakers: Ms Thérèse Rein 
  Patrick Corrigan 
  Susan McCulloch & Emily McCulloch Childs 
 

5. Perth Forum & Book Signing 
2pm-5pm Saturday, November 15 
Perth launch of McCullochÕs Encyclopedia Australian Art Diary 2009 and Contemporary 
Aboriginal Art: The Complete Guide 
Speakers: Susan McCulloch & Emily McCulloch Childs 
  Patrick Corrigan 
  In partnership with Randell Lane Fine Art  
 
 
Further information and interviews:  RŽe Izett 0418 101 399  reeizett@gmail.com 


